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Migration is a one way trip. There is no “home” to go back to. 

                                                                                                                  — Stuart Hall (1996). 

 

1. INTRODUCTION: 

 Bangladesh to India is a pattern with a high ethnic conflict which evidently can be seen 

from historic events. Alam writes that......“millions of Hindus fled from East Pakistan to India due to communal violence 

following the partition of India in 1947. Similarly, about 10 million Bengalis took refuge in India during the liberation 

war of Bangladesh (March-December 1971). These people left East Pakistan for shelter in the neighboring Indian states 

of West Bengal and Assam due to political and religious suppression” (Alam 2003:423). The border between Bangladesh 

and India is around 4,000 km long and goes through the Indian regions of West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura 

and Mizoram. The pull factors of India are employment opportunities, the availability of land, medical care, education 

and the natural resources (Das 2008:371). Whereas the push factors are Bangladesh’s growing population, scarcity of 

land and environmental hazards such as floods. Emigration from  

  

2. ANTI-IMMIGRANT GROUPS. 

Abstract: Chakraborty, Gupta and Bandyopadhyay (1997) an attempt has been made that to estimate and explain 

the main features of migration from Bangladesh to India in the period 1971-91.  The magnitude of migration 

from Bangladesh to India in the period was shown to about 6 lakhs approximately in 1971-81 and about 10 lakhs 

in 1981-91.The differential of economic opportunity and the periodic absence of food security with religious 

persecution operate such migration. In the wake of liberation of Bangladesh several lakhs of refuges came to 

North-East India and most of these of course returned under 'Indira-Mujib' agreement (19 March, 1972) but a 

few thousand Bengali Hindu war victims stayed. 

 It has been noticed that the particular migrants group coming from Bangladesh during the year 1954 

they have come and settle in Panbari Village located in the remote outskirt of Ri Bhoi District in Meghalaya.  

This migrants group they have been residing till presently into this place with three generation. They have been 

living and earn their livelihood at the destination place and they don’t have any more relatives and contact in 

their native place (Bangladesh). The present generation mentioned that they have considered that the present 

place where they are residing that was their original place since they have been born and brought up. The village 

leaders have played a prominent role in trying to bring peace settlement in the village and outsides the village. 

They have tried to bring development and harmony into the village. Even though they are struggling to get their 

political rights years back till presently. This people they still have the feeling of insecurity that someday they 

might have to leave the place. The villagers also have given their cooperation and support to strengthen their 

community group so to bring the identity of their groups from the others people. Even though they knew that till 

today this particular community group from others group of community especially the local people they are 

known as the Refugee to them. They do not consider them as their own people who live and settle to their nearby 

village and land. This migrants people are living as one of the deprived group of community who have to faced 

many social, political and economic problem presently. 
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   Tensions with cultural differences can also lead to the feeling of exclusion. There has also emerged anti-

immigrant groups which already can be noticed in India through the latest decades. It has created conflicts which have 

resulted in the loss of lives through anti- immigrant feelings. It is now a political debate through many regions of India 

as politicians have supported immigrants now change views in order to receive more votes for elections. The politicians 

have also realized that the immigration are not under control and many of them are entering India illegally which is the 

reason of the new border control and building of the border fence.    

 In the region of Assam, an early migration pattern for Bangladeshis, has so far seen most anti- immigrant tension. 

The region has had disastrous conflicts resulting in deaths of 10,000 or more. Swain discusses immigrants in India, 

stating that Assam was the start of the anti- immigrant conflict, but that it has now grown to other regions of India. He 

also writes about an example of a conflict in Assam during the elections of 1983.  

 “Congress won an easy majority and formed the government in Assam, but the price was frightening. The 

violence between the native Assamese and migrant Bangladeshis cost more than 3,000 lives. A few days before the 

election, more than 8,000 native Hindu Assamese surrounded a village called Nellie and systematically killed the 

Bangladeshi Muslim migrants. The toll of that five-hour rampage was more than 1,700” (Swain 1996:198).  

 In the last decade, Assam continues to show their anti-immigrant opinion by starting campaigns against illegal 

Bangladeshis. In the beginning of the anti-immigrant view, Assameses saw Bangladeshis as a threat to their language 

and culture. Today, the tension has moved towards the competition for land. As mentioned in the beginning, many of 

the challenges and consequences in the urban and rural case, can be noticed in India too. For example, the natives in 

regions of India are feeling like the migrants are taking their land.  According to Kumar, this tension has led to clashes 

between native tribes (Bodos and Rabhas) and Muslims from Bangladesh. In which the tribes state that migrants are 

taking up 37% of the Bodos land (Kumar 2010:110).   

 

3. MIGRATION IN NORTHEAST INDIA:  

 Migration is an irrepressible human urge and they move where there is more spiritual freedom, greater political 

liberty or higher standards of living. The more tolerant the receiving state, the more attractive its spiritual freedom and 

political liberty: the richer it is, the stronger its economic pull. When tolerance and wealth go hand in hand, man-made 

laws can attempt to regulate migration but cannot suppress it (W.R. Bohning 1984). For more than fifty decades, the 

Government of India has been trying to manage unsuccessfully the Bangladeshi migrants in its North-East region. In 

the beginning there was no issue but gradually the native people of Assam and Tripura felt threatened. The Malthusian 

nightmare of “too many people on too little land” has been stalking across the country which has lead to the anti foreign 

movements in Assam from 1979 to 1985. The classic overpopulation versus natural resource base conflict is best seen 

in Bangladesh (Sanjoy Hazarika1994). An Illegal Migrants Determination by Tribunals Act 1983 (IMDT) was formed 

to seek a solution but it was a complete failure. In Tripura, the tribal population has reduced to minority by the influx of 

Bengalis from erstwhile East Pakistan, now Bangladesh. The issue of migrants from Bangladesh is also seen in Tripura, 

where the population of the tribal has reduced to minority. The formation of Tripura National Volunteers (TNV) was 

formed to fight against the settlers from Bangladesh. Thus, killing hundreds of innocent people every year. The 

migration of the Chakma refugees from Chittagong Hill Tracts to Tripura also created a dual problem. (P.R. Chari, 

Malika Joseph and Suba Chandra (ed.) 2003). The Chakmas refugees from Bangladesh is also seen in Arunachal Pradesh 

and its infamous mass boycott of Chakmas by the local people of Arunachal and the more recent one is the issue of 

Bangladeshi migrants in Nagaland.    

 In the last decades of the twentieth century, international migration has been increasing in every region of the 

globe, feeding the fears of some political and intellectual elites, who gave voice to a sense of crises- a crisis that is as 

much as political as social and economic. Yet the political aspect of international migration has, until recently, received 

little attention from the political scientist, perhaps because the crisis is so recent or because migration is viewed as 

essentially an economic and sociological phenomenon. The expansion of the European system of nation-states through 

conquest, colonization and then decolonization spread the ideals of sovereignty, citizenship and nationality to the four 

corners of the globe. In the nineteenth and twentieth century, pass and visa system developed and borders were 

increasingly closed to non nationals, especially those deemed to be hostile to the nation and the state. And, with the 

issues of security after 9/11 in US, the migration as the security studies in the international arena became more important. 

(James H. Hollifield and Caoline B. Brettell 2000),  Though non-traditional agenda like migration as a security studies 

is perceived as Euro centric, in South Asian this factor has always been an issue. Environmental problems, issues of 

migrations or refugees, communal violence and so on has always been a part of South Asian region.      

 After the partition there were hundreds of ‘enclaves’ unresolved between India and Bangladesh. There were 

111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh (17,160.63 acres) and 51 Bangladesh enclaves in India (7,110.02 acres). However 

decades of years this issue has finally been resolved under the Modi government with Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh on June 07, 2011.  (Ministry of External Affairs, India and Bangladesh Land Bound Agreement. P.13).   The 

North-East region is mostly inhabited by tribal people and so has been known as one of the largest concentration of 

tribal people in India. This region is inhabited by three distinct groups of people: the hill tribes, the plain tribes and the 
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non- tribal population of the plains (B.P. Singh, North-East India: Demography, Culture and Identity Crises. P.258). 

Most of the Northeastern states are small in terms of size and population. Landlocked with hilly regions and international 

borders, this region suffers with poor communications and transportation infrastructure in spite the efforts made by the 

central government. In 1971, the North Eastern Council (NEC) was established as an agency for the economic and social 

development of these states but without much success. Almost all the consumer goods are imported from outside the 

region and in all the states non-government employment opportunities are at minimal and so they dependent on 

government jobs.27 If this region has been known for the insurgent activities, it is also better known for the influx of 

illegal migrants from the neighboring countries especially from Bangladesh. This region is deeply affected by the high 

flow of unabated trans-border migration which has changed the demography of some of the state like the state of Tripura. 

In Tripura, its tribal population has reduced to minority because of the Bangladeshi migrants. In the 2011 census, 

Scheduled Tribes (STs) constituted only 1,166,813 out of the state population of 3,671,032 , while seven decades earlier 

they comprised at least 50 per cent of the population. In some states this trans-border migration is threatening the 

demography of the native people like the state of Assam. From 1979 to 1985, There had been an anti-foreign uprising 

rising slogans such as ‘our land, their living space’ when the rate of population growth grew continuously from 1901 to 

1971. In 1901, its population constituted only 1.38 per cent of India’s total population. However, by 1971, it shares 

nearly double at 2.67 per cent. 

 

4. REVIEW OF LITERATURE.: 
 There are quite a few books on the various aspects of Muslim sociology and politics at the national level. The 

Muslims of British India by P.Hardy (1972), The Muslim in Indian Democracy by S.K.Ghosh (1984), and Indian 

Muslims: The Need for a Positive Outlook written by Wahiduddin Khan (1994), Indian Muslims Since Independence 

by Omar Khalidi (1996), and Muslims of India Since Partition by Balraj Puri (2007) are worth discussing. 

 Regarding the Muslims of Kerala, there are numerous works which generally discuss their origin, socio-

economic conditions, social reform movements and socio-political organizations. Mapila Muslims of Kerala by Roland. 

E.Miller (1976) is a historical study which offers an overall picture about the social system in which Mapila Muslims 

grew and spread in Malabar.  It also gives a brief narration of the role of leaders (especially reformists) and institutions 

like Muslim Educational Society in bringing the community to the main stream of formal education. Kerala Muslims: 

The Long Struggle by Prof. Bahauddin (1992) discusses the condition of the Muslims during the colonial period, changes 

that occurred in Travancore upto the early 1990s and the involvement of the community in the freedom movement. It 

also highlights the fact that the relationship of Muslims with other communities was cordial for a long time before the 

arrival of Portuguese to Kerala. 

 (Badi and Badi, 2003:109) Man is regarded as a social and political being. In an organized society, though 

individuals come together on the basis of language, race, religion, caste, class, occupation, region and culture, certain 

other factors determined on the basis of birth or even choice like race, caste and religion, provide, more or less, a primary 

and in most cases a  permanent identity which help in community building. Of these, religion has various manifestations 

as a social institution, as a cultural practice and as a pattern of beliefs].  It is also a set of ideas and values. In this role, 

religion is a source of inspiration and moral discipline for many of its followers. Indeed, it is inconceivable without a 

community [Puri., 2007: 116].  The term community is one of the most elusive and vague concepts in Social Science 

and is now largely used without a specific meaning. At the minimum it refers to a collection of people in a geographical 

area.   

  

5. INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDY AREA:  

FORMATION OF THE PANBARI  (Amjhong) VILLAGE IN RI-BHOI DISTRICT MEGHALAYA. 

 The village Panabri (Amjhong)  was established during the year 1954 under Khyriem Syiemship, Ri-Bhoi 

Diistrict of Meghalaya.  That with the consent of the Syiem of Khyriem Syiemship of Meghalya an area of land 

measuring 245 Bighas were occupied by the Grandfathers/ Fathers of the present villagers in the Village Panbari 

(Amjhong) and started to live there permanently since the year 1954.  Thereafter, the Syiem of Khyriem Syiemship 

under Ri-Bhoi District allotted lands by giving lease to the grandfathers/Faathers of the petitioners with the approval of 

the Khasi and Jaintia Hills Council Vide Memo No. DC-XII (So) 32/57-59/53 dated 29-05-61 and since 1954, 

forefathers/fathers including Petitioners have been residing in the Panbari village permanently and paying the land 

Revenue till date. They are the migrated Bangladeshi Bengali Hindu community. They belong to the members of down 

trodden Schedule Caste Community. Four generation of people are staying in this village right from the time when they 

migrated into this destination. During that time 1954 a total number of 40 refugee’s families came and settle into this 

place now they have increased to the total number of 100 household presently with a total population of 600 people and 

100 families.  (As reported from the present hedaman Mr. Nirmal Malik. 2019). 

 Panbari (Amjong) Village is located in one of the District in Meghalaya ie. Ri Bhoi District. The village is 86 

km from the District Headquaters Nongpoh.  It is located in the border of Meghalaya and Assam neighbours with Karbi 

Anglong District of Assam.  Under this border area of Meghalaya there are many remote villagers connected to this 
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village namely Umsiang, Amdhubighat, Amphreng, Lymphuid, Markhatdhuba, Amjhong, Makdoh . Apart from the 

Bengali refugees there are also different group of tribal people residing into other villages they are the Lalung, Tiwa,  

Khasi, Garo, Karbi. A sufficiently wide footpath linking are constructed so to connect the villages. No other tribal 

community residing into this village only the Bengali Refugees. Also the lands which fall under their jurisdiction are 

given only to this community for temporarily. This village is located to other sides of the bridge crossing the Umpli 

River which is the only way or road to reach over the village. It is surrounded with environment presently there is no 

main road which connect to the other place they have only one bridge which connect the two states i.e Assam and 

Meghalaya through the Umpli River.  No vehicles are able to pass through the bridge it is meant only for walking and 

two wheelers. Villagers who want to go for marketing or for some work need to cross the river bridge which is at the 

side of the bridge is the Assam state. The villagers are doing agriculture job in which the entire product from their place 

they have to come and sell to Assam border area. The common three market place in the border of Assam known as 

Nillie and Jagiroad Market this are the three market which mostly the border villagers residing in the state of Meghalaya 

in Ri Bhoi District are depending of. From their respected household they have to carry the product by human labour 

till to the sides of the bridge crossing Assam and from there the big vehicles will take the product to different market. 

Even for the villagers they have to do the same by walking after crossing the Assam border they will get the 

transportation to go to different place and work. 

 The main road which they are using from home to the border sides of Assam they have to walk by foot and from 

the Assam side Nillie to Jorabad they used Busses and from Jorabed to the District Headquarters Nongpoh or to the state 

Capital Shillong they have to come by Sumo from Nongpoh to Shillong or by Assam vehicle from Jorabad. Other 

connected road in the borders it’s there but the road condition is very poor which takes lots of times for them in travelling. 

 

6. SOCIO-ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE BANGLADESHI REFUGEE. 

 During the field work it have been observed that this people they are having a good relationship with the other 

group of community. There is a mutual understanding between the villagers and towards others native people those who 

are residing near by the village. This Bengali refugee they have their own community Association they work on in many 

social activities in their own village they have build up the Village Defense Party (VDP). They communicate with their 

own mother tongue i.e.  Bengali among themselves but with the other group of people they communicate with Khasi  

(Bhoi) and Assamese.  Since agriculture is the only source of income they sell their product in the market mostly in the 

Assam border market because they depends their customer or buyers from the state of Assam. After selling their product 

they could effort to spend and utilize their need from the product which they sold. This Bengali Refugee depends wholly 

on the income from the product which they produced and sell in the market. Right for daily consuming, education and 

others expenditure everything will come from the production of their agriculture filed. They are fully dedicated into 

their own work i.e. agriculture they don’t depend or in search of job to other place or other state as daily wagers. For 

the whole year they are working into their own work as cultivators and planters.  

 

7. EDUCATION:  

 Presently in the village there is no education institute most of their children have to go an enroll themselves in 

the schools or institute which is located nearby the village and in the state of Assam. They send their children for 

education both son and daughter. As reported from the respondents father of the family  “he said education is important 

and we want that our children both son and daughter to change their live to live a better life while they grow up but 

not to become like us who have to face many problems presently” . Majority of the children learn and write Assamese 

literature since they pursue education in the state of Assam. Among the educated from the village the highest 

qualification among the youth is till Bed standard while the rest are pursuing Bachelor, Higher Secondary, Secondary, 

Primary and Nursery.  

 

8. TYPES OF EMPLOYMENT: 

 Majority of them working with their own job like planting beetle nut, beetle leaves, banana, tea leave. Both male 

and female performed the same type of job. They totally depend on agriculture. They take their product to Assam side 

Nellie Market since there is no big market in an around their place where they can sell their products. They have to carry 

their product by labour work till the border side of Meghalaya and Assam crossing the foot bridge sine the four wheeler 

vehicle cannot pass through the bridge because it is narrow and mean only for walking and two wheeler vehicles.  

9. RELIGION PRACTICES:  

 This particular migrants group they all belong to Hindu community right from the time when they are staying 

in their own native place ie Bangladesh. Presently they still practices Hindu religion every one of them. But, one thing 

it has also came to know from the Village headman Mr. Nirmal Malik that the villagers people they participates with 

other religions religion functions  as well like Christmas and New-year with their neighbor village like Amdhubighat, 

Amphreng, Lymphuid and Markhatdhuba since majority of this villages they belong to Christian community.   
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10. MOBILITY IN THE COMMUNITY: 
  Sorokin defines mobility as transmission of an individual or social object or value – anything that has been 

created or modified by human activity – from one social position, economic, political and occupational, to another 

[Prabhash, 2001: 14]. Mobility for an individual in the final analysis becomes meaningful only when his elevation to a 

higher slot and consequent status change is accepted by the larger society and his peers in the new stratum [Ibid]. When 

someone improves his/her position in society, it is ‘upward mobility’ and when he/she falls down in social hierarchy it 

is ‘downward mobility’ [Nobbs, et.al., 1975: 30]. Mobility among the individual it has been observed that the mobility 

or life standard hardly changes to an individual since they practiced the Patrilineal society from one family it can been 

seen as a family mobility or standard of the whole joint family changes depends upon the income which they received 

from the occupation which they are working as agricultural. The entire family performed the same work except few 

women they stay at home and looking upon the small children and doing domestic work. So here the whole family share 

the income and run the family expenditure. The head of the family i.e. the father or the elder brother take care and take 

decision about the family decision.  The term social mobility denotes any long-term change in the social position of an 

individual or family.  It is the movement of individuals between different levels of social hierarchy, usually defined in 

terms of broad occupational or social-class categories. There are a number of factors like occupational structure, 

education, distribution of opportunity, motivation and family size affecting social mobility [Ibid., 31]. 

 

11. POLITICAL BEHAVIOR: 

 Political behavior is concerned with the way in which people structure their attitude to things which could be 

considered as political. It is related to voting behavior, political participation, leadership recruitment, elite behavior, 

mass politics, populism, etc. [Tripathi, 2008: 8].  According to Oxford Dictionary of Sociology, the term political 

behavior ‘refers to any [individual/collective] involvement in the political process or any activity which has political 

consequences in relation to government and policy’. It includes both legitimate forms of political participation such as 

voting in election, activism in interest groups, or social movements and illegitimate political activities, including 

terrorism and revolutions [Scott and Marshall, 1998: 501].  Even though the Bengali refugees who are residing into this 

particular territory they are not getting the right to vote no voter ID has been issue to them. Right from the beginning 

their grandfather did not take initiative steps for enrollment of their names in Electoral Roll at that relevant point of 

time. Not a single authority came forward to take steps for enrollment of the names of eligible Citizens of the Panbari 

Village. When the villagers came to understand the important of the right of voters, they along with some of their fathers 

had filled petitions for enrollment of their names in Electoral Rolls of Mawhati Constituency before the Sub-Divisional 

Officer, Nongpoh in 1985 but in spite of their submission of claim petition again and again their name, though the 

villagers were eligible in all respect for the same, their names have not been enrolled by the authority in Electoral Roll.  

but certain government documents they can obtain like Driving license, Birth Certificate, Pan card and Adhar Card.  

 

12. TRADITION: 

 The word ‘tradition’ is derived from the Latin term trader or trader which literally means to transmit, to hand 

over, give for safekeeping. According to Thomas A. Green, tradition is a belief or behavior passed down within a group 

or society with symbolic meaning or special significance with origins in the past [Green, 1997: 800]. Generally, tradition 

is an oral account of beliefs, customs, stories, etc. handed down from ancestors to posterity. Religious practices or social 

customs in human life are established through customary patterns, actions and behaviors that generations inherited from 

their predecessors. Here, the transaction process occurs either by word of mouth or by the example from one generation 

to another without written instruction. In this study, the concept is used in the sense of patterns of behavior and culture 

with a deep religious ting to it and which evolved from the previous generation and transmitted to the present one. They 

still practice the same tradition language right from their generation when they migrated to the present destination. Even 

newly marriage bride who belong from the state of Assam after they come and settle into their in-law house they practice 

the culture and tradition of their husband.   

 

13. PROBLEMS FACED BY BENGALI MIGRANTS PRESENTLY: 

 Electricity Problem: Right from the time 1954 they came and stay into this place till now 2019 there is no 

electricity in this village. For 65 years they are staying in darkness. 

 Drinking water: There is no proper drinking water they have to dig out well by themselves or a village public 

well for drinking water. During rainy reason there is no other way for getting a clean drinking water but they 

have to drink the water from the well itself which is not clean.  

 Transportation:  There is no proper road which connect to the other village and also to the border state i.e. 

Assam. Even in the village there is no concrete road footpath and drainage system.  

 Education: There is no education institute in this village. Children have to go and enroll themselves to nearby 

villages in Amdhubighat, Amphreng and Markhatdhubi. After completing schooling in the primary level they 
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have to go to Assam side from continuing higher education since there is no secondary school or higher 

education in an around this area.  

 Health facilities: Presently there is only one Sub-Centre in an around this area which cater for almost more than 

30 villages. Reported from one of the respondents that the health facilities are very poor. Doctor and nurse who 

is in charge into this Sub-Centre they hardly come and visit the place and also non-availability of medicine. 

Presently there is only one Doctor and One Nurse who is in charge in the Sub-Centre.  

 

14. CONCLUSION:  
 Any community with a shared cultural history and tradition tends to create a ‘we feeling’ among its members 

[Banu, 2006: 312].  Here, the concept is used to mean a group of people who share a common set of spiritual beliefs, 

ways of life, religious rituals and practices. Community is formed when people have a reasonably clear idea about those 

who have something common with them and those who have not. Communities are essentially mental constructs formed 

by imagined boundaries between groups [Engineer, 2006: 71-72]. Any community with a shared cultural history and 

tradition tends to create a ‘we feeling’ among its members [Banu, 2006: 312].  Here, the concept is used to mean a group 

of people who share a common set of spiritual beliefs, ways of life, religious rituals and practices. It had been observed 

that this group of Refugees during the time of field work they are group conservative among them even though they 

consider and allow their son to get married from the girl who is from the state of Assam and when it come for their 

daughter they allow them to follow their husband place mostly inert-state marriage from the state of Assam. None of 

them get married within the state of Meghalaya or to the local people who are residing nearby their village. As being 

reported from one of the youth “he said it is difficult to communicate with the local language and most of our youth 

they spend more time with the people who are from the state of Assam and also we find that our culture was quite 

similar with them the Assam Hindu Culture and both will easily except one another for marriage”. Thus, the migrants 

group has able to bond and maintained their own traditional culture through practicing their own marriage system by 

not marriage other different group of people.  
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