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1. INTRODUCTION: 

There are many students in Assam who only dreams of higher education. The state is considered as the largest 

economic sources in the north eastern region. Assam is a state with multiple identities, incomparable and prosperous 

cultural heritage. But the state has been facing perpetual problems like property and illiteracy and is still being 

considered as an underdeveloped state. One of the reasons for the underdevelopment is that education has been 

neglected terribly since independence. In fact less than 50% percent of the students are enrolled in higher education. 

One needs to explain the importance of higher education in the era of globalization as higher education is the key for 

most of the problem in the society. As it is to be understood, higher education is a weapon for combating all kind of 

social, civil and personal ills of an individual. Higher education is a tool that builds, confidence, self-respect all 

dignity in a person. Higher education plays a pivotal role in moulding human behavior, their relation with others, and 

necessary skills to lead a harmonious life. It is an accepted fact that education plays a fundamental role in changing 

and finds tuning the society. An educated society is pre-requisite for a country to be fore front of development in all 

directions, socially, politically and economically. Unfortunately, access to education is not there for all the people in 

India thought the government of India provide free and compulsory education to all the children bellow fourteen 

years. But, it pays little attention towards higher education. Indeed having access to equal higher education is a dream 

for those who are financially weak. In order to provide equal educational opportunities for all student government of 

Assam has introduced a policy called free waiver schemes in 2016-17. The main objective of this policy is to provide 

financial assistance for Scheduled caste, scheduled tribe, backward classes, economically backward, minority and 

physically challenges sections to pursuing equal higher education. A number of students are getting benefitted and are 

pursuing higher studies without any financial disturbance because of this scheme. Apparently, it is believed that 

economic assistance for the economically backward communities is one of the important methods of proving 

opportunities to enable them to get higher education. Hence, the free waiver scheme is thought to be a significant in 

higher education of Assam.  

 

1.1. Fee waiver Scheme: 
Fee waiver is a scheme in which student is exempted from tuition fee; he/she only have to pays other charges 

like university exam fees and maintenance fees. A fee waiver is when a college/university charges a lower fee than 
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usual. For example, if the usual fee is 5000 per year then the waiver might reduce this to 1000. If you can get the 

tuition fee waiver scheme, then all a fee waiver will do is reduce the overall size of your student admission. But, a fee 

waiver won’t give you any extra money while you study. If you aren’t eligible and qualify for the admission, you 

won’t qualify for a fee waiver scheme. However, this scheme was launched for benefiting the economically 

disadvantaged sections of students for getting free admission through tuition fee waiver. The main purpose of this 

scheme is to waive admission fees for eligible students. Such sufficient step has been taken by the state and central 

government to enhance the enrollment ratio of the students in higher education as well as to reduce drop out of 

students. 

 

1.2. Objective of the study: 
a) To find out the significance of fee waiver scheme in higher education for quality development. 

b) To find out the equal access of fee waiver scheme in higher education of Assam. 

 

1.3. Delimitation of the study: 

a) The study was delimited to higher education of Assam only. 

b) Data collections were used secondary sources only. 

 

2. METHODOLOGY: 

This study is based on secondary sources of data and observation. Data are collected from state/central 

government reports, news paper, books, journals, theses, official websites and publication of other prestigious 

institutions. 

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION: 

 Institutes incorporated and eligible of fee waiver scheme of Assam:  
 The Scheme will be applicable to the pupils looking for admission into 1st Year of H.S./B.A./B.Sc./B.Com and 

M.A./M.Sc/M.Com courses. But, Students taking admission in any self-supporting courses are not eligible under 

this scheme. This scheme will not cover for private colleges/universities and central universities where situated in 

Assam. The Scheme will be applicable to student pursuing higher education in colleges and universities of Assam 

in the categories stated:- All provincialized  and Govt. colleges, Gauhati university, Dibrugarh university, 

Bodoland University, Cotton university Kumar Bhaskar Varman Sanskrit & Ancient Studies university and 

Women’s university. The following Category of students eligible under this Scheme: (i) Students whose parental 

annual income is less than Rs. 2.00 Lakh from all sources will be eligible to avail this scheme (ii) If either of the 

parent of the student is working in the State Govt. / Central Govt. / Semi Govt. State and Central Govt. such 

students shall not be eligible under this scheme. (iii) Scheme is only for regular students having minimum 75% of 

attendance in classes with no back paper in previous examination.  From the above mention, we have seen that 

fee waiver scheme contributed only for selected college, university and eligible students but not for all the 

students in higher education of Assam. Many poor students are also studying at Aid, Unaided, private, Venture 

College and university in Assam. They also want to pursuing higher education but due to financial constraint they 

couldn’t study any longer and leading to dropout from their studies. So, this scheme should need to equal access 

to all categories of students without choosing which can lead to higher gross enrollment ratio in higher education 

as well as quality development. 

 Gross enrolment ratio (GER) in higher education of Assam:  
 The Gross Enrolment Ratios (GER) in higher education has been seen a steady increase over the past years. In 

2018-19, the female Gross Enrolment Ratios in higher education is more than male Gross Enrolment Ratios for 

the first time. However, we are still at the back many of the developed & developing nations. Decreasing Gross 

Enrolment Ratios in some of the states is also a reason for the concern. Higher education forms the vital bridge 

which helps to build on the early education foundation and enable the young population to be productive/fruitful 

citizens who can not only earn livelihood but also contribute towards the nation’s growth story. In this story, we 

look into the enrolment for Higher education of Assam as per data in the AISHE (All India Survey on Higher 

Education). A survey of the Centre has revealed that the gross enrolment ratio (GER) in higher educational 

institutions of Assam is far lower than the national average. The All India Survey on Higher Education (2018-19), 

published by the Union ministry of human resource development, shows that while the national GER in higher 

educational institutions is 26.3 per cent it is only 18.7 per cent for Assam.  

 

Table no: 1.0 representing of Gross enrolment ratio in higher education between 18-23 years during the past 9 

years of Assam 

Years 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 
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Fig no: 1.0 showing Gross enrolment ratio in higher education between 18-23 years during the past 9 years of 

Assam 

 

From the above table, it has been seen that Gross enrollment ratio of Assam during the period of 2010-11 is 

13.4 but during the period of 2018-19 gross enrollment ratio is 18.7. This increase over the previous year and is in 

procession with the increasing trend over the years. In 2014-15, it was 14.8. While higher education GER in Assam is 

on an increasing trend, it stills lags when compared with other state. So, fee waiver scheme is one of the very 

important to enhance GER and to provide equal educational opportunities for all students in higher education for 

quality development/education in Assam. 

 

 Increasing trend of Higher Education GER in India:  

  

    Table No: 1.1 representing higher education gross enrollment ratio-All India Average 

Years 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Ratios 24.30 24.50 25.20 25.80 26.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. showing higher education gross enrollment ratio-All India Average 
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From the above mention, the higher education gross enrollment ratio in India for the year 2018-19 is 26.30. In 

2014-15, it was 24.30. While higher education gross enrollment ratio in India is on an increasing trend, it stills 

behind when compared with other countries. When calculated as per the international standard, the higher 

education gross enrollment ratio for India would be 30.6%. While it is higher than Pakistan (9), Bangladesh 

(21) and it is also comparatively less than other countries in Asia like China (51), South Korea (94), Malaysia 

(45), Indonesia (36), Iran (70) etc. Globally, gross enrollment ratio of USA in higher education is 88, UK’s is 

60, Germany is at 70 and Canada’s is 69 etc. That is why the implementing of fee waiver scheme in India is a 

significant to higher education for all the students to improve Gross Enrollment Ratio as well as for quality 

education/development. 

 Affordability:  
People from the rural areas in Assam are still poor and affording higher education remains a luxury for them. 

Certainly, a group from the middle class and urban higher class is still going to other develop cities in India 

and even abroad for higher studies but for the deprived people from the rural areas, it just remains a dream out 

of their reach. Most of the people from rural areas are not financially in positions to pay for higher education. 

So, there is no any improvement policy and away better than fee waiver scheme for providing free admission 

in higher education which will reduce financial problem and constraints of the students.  

 Literacy Rate in Assam:  

Table No: 1.3. Representing of Literacy Rates in Last 3 Decades 

 

 

 

 

 

From the above table it has been seen that female literacy rate is lower than male literacy rate among the last 3 

decade. Because, the main reason is that male student is given maximum priority than female students. The 

parents don’t allowed equal educational opportunity to access higher education due to financial problem. This 

was taken place maximum for rural students. So, in Assam literacy rate is still far lower compared to some 

other state. That is why fee waiver scheme is the only way to remove the low literacy rate in Assam as well as 

it can enhance participation of students continually. 

 Benefit for SC/ST, economically and socially backward students:  
The higher education is an essential among the SC/ST, economically and socially backward students but as it 

is being problem due to cost admission in any institution and it is really difficult for such categories parents to 

assist for their children. Hence, the central and state government has launched that higher education should be 

free for all SC/ST, economically and socially backward students through fee waiver scheme. So, fee waiver is 

the only way to eradicate dropout rate in higher education.   

 Equity:  
There is no such equity in Gross Enrollment Ratio among different group of the society. According to 

previous studies the Gross Enrollment Ratio in higher education in Assam among male and female varies to a 

greater extent. There are regional variations to some state have high Gross Enrollment Ratio while as some 

state is quite behind the national GER which is reflected a significant imbalances within the higher education 

system. So, such fee waiver scheme is an important to access equity in higher education. 

 Financial management of students: Some of the students have no other financial resources and rely only on 

scholarships and education loans. Some groups of students comprise of poor or orphan families and their 

parents are having low income annually as to difficult to fill up all the necessary things including admission 

fees, to buy dress, books and any other. Maybe they have no investments because they have used up all their 

investments and do not want to borrow from others because of anxiety to burden themselves with debt. 

Perhaps students are also unwilling to take part-time jobs because they do not want to affect their academic 

performance. That is why, fee waiver scheme is the only proper way to maintain and to solve financial 

problem in higher education as well as to get quality development. 

 

4. RECOMMENDATION: 

 State and central government should be taken an initiative steps in providing the financial aid for the 

admission continually.  

 Fee waiver scheme should be given to all categories student in higher education which lead quality 

development as well as enhance gross enrollment ratio in higher education of Assam. 

 Beside fee waiver scheme like scholarship, grants should be given regularly to all students which will help to 

study further. 

Assam 

1991 2001 2011 

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total 

43.0 61.9 52.9 54.6 71.3 63.3 66.3 77.8 72.2 
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  This scheme should be access equally to all higher institution.  

 Expenditure on higher education should be increase where student get equal chances. 

 All College/ University tuition fees and miscellaneous fees should be waived.  

 Higher educational institutes need to be improving equal quality and reputation. 

 There should be provided multi financial sources in higher education so that student’s aims may not be 

demolished with this scope. 

 Head of the Institution should be given awareness of various fee waiver schemes to all students. 

 

5. CONCLUSION: 

It is clear from the study that fee waiver scheme is launched to wrap majority of students in the nation to 

spread higher education because most of the students do not get equal chances to obtain higher education in Assam. 

So, fee waiver scheme is the only way through which higher education can be widen to a great extent. Beside, due to 

enhancing Gross enrollment ratio of the students through the fee waiver scheme has to lead quality development in 

higher education. However, Assam state has been facing lots of problems in higher education and also the state has 

lots of opportunities in relation to higher education. Paucity of financial allocation and poor administration in higher 

educational institutes in Assam drives the colleges and universities into disappointing condition. Therefore, some 

efforts need to be made by the state government to minimize the weakness of gross Enrollment ratio and literacy rate 

in higher education with the help of fee waiver scheme. Further, if we implement yearly this fee waiver scheme to 

access equal opportunity to all students in higher education which will be helpful directly to the personal development 

of students as well as socio-economic development.  
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