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1. INTRODUCTION: 

Constitution of India provides gender equality, but it is far from true picture in reality. Although women can 

be victim of any general crime, but there is some gender based specific crimes labelled as violence against women. It 

is serious cause of concern as it also deprives women of their freedom and other safety rights which is a very bad 

indicator of country’s development. Because of sensitivity of the subject, violence is almost universally under-

reported (Watts charlotte, Zimmerman cathy 2002). Currently around 10% of the world's population, or roughly 650 

million people, live with a disability. Eighty per cent of persons with disabilities live in developing countries, 

according to the UN Development Program (UNDP). Disability is broadly defined as the consequence of an 

impairment that may be physical, cognitive, mental, sensory, emotional, developmental, or some combination of these. 

There are about 250 million women in the world with some type of disability. Persons with disabilities are more likely 

to be victims of violence or rape, according to a 2004 British study, and less likely to obtain police intervention, legal 

protection or preventive care. Women and girls with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to abuse. A survey in 

Orissa, India, found that virtually all of the women and girls with disabilities were beaten at home, 25 per cent of 

women with intellectual disabilities had been raped and 6 per cent of women with disabilities had been forcibly 

sterilized. A baseline study revealed that in New Delhi, 92% of women had experienced some form of sexual violence 

in public spaces during their lifetime. In 2016, close to a third of total crimes reported against women in India was 

cruelty or physical violence by her husband or his relative. Violence against women is rooted in discrimination, 

inequality and share of power, making it challenge to address, more so for disable ones, those with dual disadvantage. 

Women and girls face far greater level of vulnerability, marginalisation and resulting violence, especially for those 

who experience multiple and intersection forms of discrimination, like widows, elderly people, as well as women with 

disabilities. Due to higher rate of unemployment, less salaries, less access to medical care, lack of education, and a 

higher risk of suffering physical and/or sexual abuse are just some of the social aspects which women disabilities must 

face. The confluence of all these factors in disabled women, especially in those who have severe deficiencies, learning 

or communication difficulties, makes them fall into group with an extremely high risk of suffering violence. Anyone 

can be affected by domestic violence and abuse, but people with disabilities are more likely to experience abuse than 

people without disabilities. Most of the time, the perpetrator of this violence have been the husband. 31% of married 

women have experienced physical, sexual or emotional violence by their spouse. Most common type of spousal 

violence is physical violence (27%) followed by emotional violence (13%). A survey conducted by the Spectrum 

Institute Disability and Abuse Project found that 70% of respondents with disabilities experienced some form of abuse 

by an intimate partner, family member, caregiver, acquaintance or stranger. Women with disabilities are uniquely 

vulnerable to all forms of violence, including intimate partner violence. They face domestic dispute in form of verbal 

or psychological abuse, physical violence, unwanted sexual content, neglect, isolated victim, depriving victim of 

necessary things, withholding medication, threats and intimidation, financially exploiting victim.  

Abstract: Gender based violence against women is common scenario around the globe. But for women with 

disability, it is even worse as they have to deal with dual disadvantage of being female and that too disable. The 

two factors together results in an extremely high risk of violence against women with disabilities more so at 

home. Violence  against  Women  in  India  is  systematic  and  occurs  in  public  as  well  as  private  spheres.  

It  is underpinned  by  the  patriarchal  social-norms  and  inter  and  intra  gender  hierarchies. Women  are 

discriminated not  only  on  the  basis  of  sex,  but  on  the  other  grounds  such  as caste, class, ability, sexual 

orientation, tradition and other realities. That exposes them to violence that they have to face throughout the life 

cycle. Every third women, since the age of 15, has faced violence of various forms in the country. But women 

with disabilities are more likely to experience domestic violence, emotional abuse and sexual assault than 

women without disabilities [1]. Results of our study conducted in Chandigarh comparing domestic dispute in 

two groups suggest the women with disabilities are twice likely to face domestic dispute than women without 

disability. 
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These domestic disputes are under-reported as women with disabilities may also feel more isolated and feel 

they are unable to report the abuse, or they may be dependent on the abuser for their care. Some studies show that 

women with a disability may be more likely to experience violence or abuse by a current or former partner compared 

to women without disabilities [2, 3]. Patriarchy,  as  well  as  notions  of  shame  and  “honour”  associated  with  

women’s  sexuality, combine  to  make  the  pursuit  of  justice  even  more  difficult  in  incidents  of  violence  

against women. As a result, a large proportion of such incidents are never reported to the police [4]. Women with 

disabilities who need help with daily activities like bathing, dressing, or eating may be more at risk of abuse because 

they are physically or mentally more vulnerable and can have many different caregivers in their life[5]. As this is not 

recognised by society to be a significant health problem, and the needs of the victim are often ignored. Barriers of 

accessory services compound the impact of domestic dispute against disable women.  This article helps in 

understanding the disadvantages disable women has to face at home in terms of disputes. So it is the need of hour to 

give attention to this part of problem and to promote empowerment and create real opportunities for the people with 

disabilities. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:  

The present study is focused on domestic dispute against women with disabilities and without disabilities in 

Chandigarh city. The data was collected from various sectors in Chandigarh. Total of 50 couples were taken for study 

and they were divided into two groups, group I consisting of 25 couples where the female partner was suffering from 

some kind of disability and group II where no spouse was suffering from disability. Female spouse were interviewed 

and data was collected and results prepared. 

2.1 Exclusion criteria:  Those couples where both spouses were suffering from some kind of disability or where male 

spouse was suffering from disability.  

3. RESULTS:  

Total of 50 couples from various regions of Chandigarh were taken and interview of female spouse were 

done. They were divided in Group I and Group II with 25 members each. Data was tabulated and statistically 

analysed. In table 1 show the mean age of the female spouse were 35.32 with standard deviation of 8.60 in Group I 

and 34.32 with standard deviation of 8.75 in Group II respectively.  

 Group I (female spouse with disability) Group II (female spouse without disability) 

Mean age 35.32 34.32 

S.D.  8.60 8.75 

Table1: showing age distribution 

Source: Primary data collected by interview. 

The tabular chart demonstrates the mean age. The minimum age was 21 years while maximum was 54 years 

with the mean of 35.32 and standard deviation of 8.60 in Group I whereas the minimum age was 21 years and 

maximum was 55 years with mean of 34.32 and standard deviation of 8.75 in Group II. The age distribution showed 

that most of the females were below 40 years of age.  

 Number of 

couples 

Total number of couples with 

domestic dispute 

Percentage (%) 

Group I 

(female spouse with disability) 

25 17 68 

Group II 

(female spouse without 

disability) 

25 09 36 

Table2: Showing percentage of domestic disputes in couples with female spouse with disability and without 

disability. 

Source: Primary data collected by interview. 

The tabular chart demonstrates the percentage of domestic dispute against females with disability and without 

disability. The data showed that more than two-third of females having disability have to face some kind of domestic 

dispute against around one third where the female spouse does not have any disability. According to the National 

Family Health Survey -4 (NFHS-4),  every third women in India face violence and this number increases if the women 

are suffering from disability. Our study shows that chances of domestic dispute against women with disability are 

almost twice as compared to women with no disability.  

https://www.womenshealth.gov/relationships-and-safety/other-types/violence-against-women-disabilities#references
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4. CONCLUSION:  

A report by Aashish gupta on” reporting and incidence of violence against women in India” revealed that less 

than 1% of the incidents of sexual violence by husbands were reported to the police.  Similarly, only about 1% of the 

incidents of physical violence by other men, and 2% of the incidents of physical violence by husbands were reported. 

These striking findings shed further light on the presence of endemic violence against women in India, and reveal the 

extent of the obstacles confronted by women in reporting violence. Available data on the incidence of violence against 

women show that violence against women in India is common and high, while not the highest in the world (UN 

Women 2011). In interviews in the NFHS -3, every third Indian woman aged between 15 and 49 years said that she 

had experienced sexual or physical violence in her lifetime. Persons with disabilities were between 50% and 100% 

more likely than those without disabilities to have experienced violence by a spouse. Male partners of women with 

disabilities were about 2.5 times more likely to behave in a patriarchal dominating manner and about 1.5 times more 

likely to engage in sexually proprietary behaviours than were male partners of women without disabilities. Results of 

our study conducted in Chandigarh also suggest the same that women with disabilities are at significantly higher risk 

of facing domestic dispute. Both groups were almost comparable in relation to age distribution, so chances of bias in 

results related to age distribution can be ruled out. Comparing with the national data where 27 % of women have 

experienced physical violence since the age 15, disputes against disable women in marriage is almost 70% in our 

study whereas it is 36% for women with no disability. So disable women are at double risk of facing disputes then 

women without disabilities. It is a major social issue which is currently being overlooked by us. The reasons of under 

reporting by women with disability may be lack of financial resources; response from institutions is inadequate and 

traditional beliefs in our society. One of the most effective ways to assist victims of domestic dispute with disabilities 

is to make resources more available and inclusive. The limitations of current study were that study group is small. 

More studies are needed to know the actual prevalence of this under reported situation in our society. 
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