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Describing the slow and steady manner in which, the Leech Gatherer, the old man, whom Wordsworth meets 

on a lonely Moor, on one pleasant morning, gives a dignified reply to the poet's question, regarding his 

occupation .The poet compares his words to the kind of speech indulged in by grave minded religious men of 

Scotland. The Scotch, were known for their religious zeal and simple living. The poet therefore is reminded 

of these men when he met the simple Leech Gatherer, speaking in a dignified and righteous manner. 

Wordsworth expressed great regard for such sincere souls, who lived according to the tenets of the Bible and 

discharged their duties to God and Mankind alike in the following lines: 

 

                        “God said I, “be my help and stay secure; 

                       I will think of the Leech Gatherer on the lonely Moor”1        

 

 Being impressed by the strength of purpose, solemn determination, the poet feels ashamed of his own 

weakness in considering that he might come to grief at the end. Hence he decides to follow the fundamental 

truths of life held steadfast by the old man. The poet draws inspiration from the life and character of a Leech 

Gatherer.  

 

“His words came feebly, from a feeble, chest.  

But each in solemn order followed each  

With something of a lofty utterance drest.  

Choice words measured phrases, above the reach     

 Of ordinary men; a stately speech; 

Such as grave livers do in Scotland use, 

Religious men, who give to God and Man their dues” 2       

 

 The old man was not in a position to do any heavy work, and yet he had to earn his livelihood. He had 

to go to various ponds to collect leeches. It was however, an honest life, and the way he went about it inspite 

of handicaps, fills the poet with great admiration for him. The poet's feeling that the old Leech Gatherer was 

some Messenger of God imparting to him the message of resolution and independence is very well expressed 

in the following lines 

Likewise, Akkamahadevi, the first among women Vachana writers both in mystical height and poetic 

excellence, after having renounced house and parents, the pelf and comforts of Kousika's palace makes her 

Abstract:  Seekers of the fundamental truths of life feel elated, elevated and enlightened in the company 

of the men of values and virtues. They hold fundamental principles of life dear to their heart. 

Wordsworth and Akkamahadevi, two great mystics of the first order, who felt immensely benefitted by 

the company of the pious souls have expressed their excessive joy and feeling of gratification in host of 

their poetic utterances. 
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way towards Kalyana, the Heavenly abode on the earth, to take part in spiritual discourses at Anubhava 

Mantapa , a Spiritual Academy, where the dispersal of divine knowledge  also used to take place. She, who 

feels highly elated to find herself in the congregation of mystic poets, exclaims her wonderstruck joy as 

follows: 

          “Sir, happiness of meeting your  

          Devotees is beyond comparison 

          Sir, better it is to die than suffer 

          Pangs of separation from your devotees 

          O! Chennamallikarjuna” 3  

 

While relating the benefits gained by company of the congregation of the  Sharanas (ardent adorers of Shiva), 

she honestly and joyously states that attainment of the triple purity, i.e purity of Body, Mind and Soul was 

possible on account of her enthusiastic association with them in her Vachana as follows:  

            “Sir, my body became pure  

             By your mystics company 

Sir, my mind became pure 

By your mystics company 

Sir my breath became pure  

By your mystics company  

Because your mystics destroyed  

My impurities by rubbing me repeatedly 

I became your ornament, 

O! Chennamallikarjuna!”4 

 

Akkamahadevi refers the great souls as mystic seekers. She who made-up her mind to carry out routine but 

significant activities of her sacred life in the company of the Seekers of Truth at Kalyana, admits that to be 

with them is a happy conference in the following Vachana : 

 

”Playing, singing, telling hearing, 

Walking and speaking with devotees 

Has been happy conference. 

As long as I live by your grace  

I will spend my days with those 

Who are in the company of Linga, 

Oh Chennamallikarjuna!”5 

 

Another ideal personality with which Wordsworth fell headlong in love with is John Milton, a prince of 

Puritans as well as of poets. His ardent wish that he would have been living in England during the early 19th 

century when English life had become unwholesome as the stagnant water in slow marshy place, in lines 

following:  

 

“Milton! thou should'st be living at this hour;  

England hath need of thee: she is a fen Of stagnant waters” 6 

 

As all sections of people in England _the priests, the soldiers, the writers ,the aristocrats bereft of spiritual 

happiness had become self centered, Milton, a man of spotless moral character and a powerful voice would 

have transformed their lives for better by making them courteous, virtuous and freedom loving like himself . 

Appreciating significant traits of Milton's person Wordsworth writes:  

 

“Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apart:  

Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the sea:  

Pure as the naked heavens, majestic, free,  
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So didst thou travel on life's common way,”7 

 

The puritan ideal of life, austere, and simple had natural attraction for Wordsworth. 'Wordsworth felt that only 

idealists like Milton had the power to uplift and revive great traditions and high ideals of which the English 

are oblivious. The poet finds Milton's character highly exemplary hence emulative.   

 

“To look at Guru and the elder ones, 

Is beauty for the eyes; 

To listen to songs in praise of Pioneers 

Is beauty for the ear; 

To speak the truth, is beauty foe one’s speech; 

The phrases of the devotees 

Are beauty of converse 

To give where one deserves 

Is beauty for the hand. 

Communion with the Saints 

Is beauty for the life you live 

O Cenna Mallikarjuna, what use can be 

The life of those who live devoid of those?” 8 

 

The real beauty for the eyes is looking at Great Souls. Even by looking at them we can gain knowledge. 

Listening songs in praise of pioneers is the beauty for the ears and to give those are in need is the beauty for 

the hands. With all these Akkamahadevi asserts the company of Great Ones is the eternal beauty for the life. 

To become a positive person we must surround ourselves with good people. The company of Great People 

enriches the lives with positivity. 

“Life’s ebbing out; the future dwindles; 

The wife and children whom you hugged 

Are leaving, each going his own way. 

O do not, Mind, do not in vain  

Lay waste an unprofitable life! 

If you would live, O mind, behold! 

Sink deep into the fellowship  

Of Cenna Mallikarjuna’s Saranas”9 

 

Time waits for none and the days pass, wife, children, kith and kin whom we hug leave us, each one of them 

go their own way. Nobody cares. Therefore Akkamahadevi proclaims that better to sink deep into the 

fellowship of the Great Souls because they teach us to attain Eternal Reality. Having a good company will 

benefit us in the long run. The positivity, hard working nature and helping others would inspire us to lead 

better life. Company of the Great Souls fill our life with lofty thoughts and boosts our confidence. Further, 

Akkamahadevi asserts  

 “Except through contact, fire 

Cannot be kindled; nor seed sprout; 

Nor body be born; nor yet  

All manner of happiness can come to be. 

O Cenna Mallikarjun Lord, because 

Of Thy Saranas mystic companionship, 

I was made happy and was saved, O Prabhu!”10 

 

Happiness and contentment come through the companionship of the great souls. Fire cannot be kindled 

without contact, so Akkamahadevi expressed that she was extremely happy that she was saved from company 
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of the Great Souls. We will be influenced by the values, actions and lofty thoughts of the great souls. The 

company of Great Souls fill positivity and happiness in the life. Hence she pays stress on living in the company 

or association of them. She exclaims. 

“To seek the company of those  

Who know not Thee is like  

Getting a spark by striking stone on stone; 

To seek the company of those who know  

Is churning milk for butter’s sake. 

O Cenna Mallikarjuna Lord, 

When one is in the company 

 Of Thine own Saranas, its like 

A camphor mountain catching fire!”11 

 

To be associated with wicked or the ignorant is like getting a spark of fire by hitting one with another. Here 

fire symbolises destruction, loss, nothingness, wastefulness. We are prove to the influence of them. Hence we 

must not develop any kind of kinship with them whereas company of the good souls is compared to the 

churning milk for butter. ‘Butter’ stands for spiritual gain. In the company of the great we are likely to get rid 

of evil qualities and attain triple purity, purity of body, soul and mind. Just as the mountain of camphor which 

comes into contact with fire burns up, leaving not even trace of it. 19th century eminent poet William 

Wordsworth expressed similar views about the company of Great Souls. One can get enlightenment in the 

company of the Great People. Enlightenment means release from man’s self-incurred immaturity even 

Akkamahadevi believes in the Company of Great Ones. 

 

 

FINDINGS :  
   The article is written on the basis of theory of analysis  meaning and logical adequancy, usefulness, 

generality steps are to be used . William Wordsworth’s thoughts are similiar to Akkamahadevi  especially in 

the company of great souls.   

 

CONCLUSION: 
 William Wordsworth and Akkamahadevi two great mystics of the first order felt enormous pleasure 

in the company of Great Ones. Both of them longed for the company and host of the good souls. Wordsworth 

had great respect for John Milton similarly Akkamahadevi had an unwavering faith on lord Basavanna and 

other elder saints. Both of them believed that the company of intellectuals is pivotal part in the life.  
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